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A Summary of Studies on Major Histocompatibility Complex( MHC)
and MHC Genes

SHI Yan, WU Xiao-bing, YAN Peng, ZHANG Fang
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Abstract: The major histocompatibility complex (MHC) is of great interest to immunologists for the importance of
the immumological functions. Further understanding suggests that MHC is an extended cluster of genes with
extraordinary polymorphism and the genes spread over nearly all vertelrates extensively. Besides the immunological
functions, MHC genes also play important roles in many other respects. The polymorphism of MHC genes, especially
of MHC Class II genes, is the most essential property. Based on the polymorphism, MHC genes are studied in
genetics, evolution, behavior, cnservation, ecology and so on. Some recent data about structure, fundion and
application of MHC are discussed.
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