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Abstract: Chitin is the second largest polysaccharide after the cellulose in nature and it has been isolated
and identified from a variety of bacteria, fungi, plants, mammals and insects. With the new understanding of
chitin and its derivatives, their physical and chemical properties have been found possessing a broad possi—
bility of applications inreality. Chitinase is a class of chitinolytic enzymes, which widely distributed in bacte—
ria, fungi, plants, mammals and insects and plays important roles. Recent study of chitinases derived from

different sources have provided theoretical basis for its further application in medical and agricultural areas.
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