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Left— right Asymmetry During Heart Devel opment

LI D& li, WANG Yue qun, WU Xiu shan

( College  Life Sciences, Hunan Normal Uniwesity, Changsha 410081, Hunan, China)

Abstract: Though the outside of vertebrate looks like symmetric, at last their inner organs are obviously asymmet
ric. Patterning of all tissues and organs in the vertebrate embryo occurs along the dorsoventral( DV), anteroposterior
(AP) and left— right(LR) body axes. Comparing the fomation of DV and AP axes, litile is known about the pat-
terning events that established the vertebrate LR axis. Heart is the first functional embryonic organ. Right— ward
looping is an asymmetric event and is a remarkable landmark of = R patterning. The asymmetric looping and cham-
ber formation are complex processes which were started to study at molecular level in recent years and some novel
genes were detected.
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