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The Cap Structure and Cap-Binding Protein of
mRNA in Eukaryotes

LI Ying, FENG Jian-sheng
(Biochemical Department of Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632, Guandong, China)

Abstract: Cap structure is the characteristic of all RNA polymerase II transcripts. It can
affect many aspects of the function and metabolism of mRNA. In these processes , being
recognized and bound by associated proteins is needed to mediate the functions of the Cap.
These proteins are termed Cap-Binding Protein ( CBP). The mechanism of action
performed by the interaction between Cap and CBP-IF4E in the initiation of mRNA-
directed translation and the role of another newlyfound CBP complex played in
intranuclear mRNA processing are discussed.
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