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Abstract: Promoter choice of members of the protocadherin y (Pcdhy) gene cluster in single neurons may
generate an enormous diversity on the cell surface of individual neurons in the brain, but the underlying
molecular mechanisms are poorly understood. Here, candidate enhancer elements of the human Pedhy clus—

ter, HS7L and HS5-1al., were cloned into the downstream of the luciferase reporter gene which is under the
control of the ya9, yalO, yb3, yb7, or yc3 promoter. Luciferase reporter gene assay, which was used to char—
acterize the functions of these two elements, revealed that HS7L enhances the promoter activity of all of the
five genes; by contrast, HS5 —1al. increases the yalO promoter activity. In addition, the insulator CTCF
knockdown led to a decrease in the levels of yb1 mRNAs and its promoter activity. These results suggested
that HS7L. and HS5-1al. play an important role in regulating the cell-specific Pcdhy expression in the brain
by CTCF-mediated long—distance enhancer—promoter DNA looping interactions.
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Ay BRI N VI EE Kpn T (RO142S) \Hind 1
(RO104S) .EcoR T (R0101S).Sac I (RO156V).
Xba 1 (RO145S) .Sal 1 (RO138S)F1 T4 DNA % 4%
fitF (M0202L) 14 H 35 [E New England Biolabs 2\ F]
S DNA 2l & (A1120) W A €
Promega 7 ] ;FBS (10099 -141) \DMEM (10313 -
021)14 H £ Gibeo AT,
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PCR 1Y (3£ Applied Biosystems 2] ), Ep—
pendorf 5415D B0 (£ Eppendorf A ] ), Hi
Tk &5t (£ H Bio-Rad A H]), CO, AR50 (5L
[ Thermo 723 A] ), Synergy 2 ZIREMFFRIL (3£
BioTek 23 #] ), ChemiDoc XRS+ R4t (3 [ Bio-
Rad A )
14 FHik
141 A3kt br

NFEF 4] DNA J¥ 5145 2 http:/genome.uc—
sc.edu/ IR, F3 21 [R) 5 43 B 45 s Vista %X
145 H 2 R iR A http://genome.lbl.gov/vista/index.
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% PCR (pGL3F F1 pGL3R N5 ¥ EcoR T |
Xho 1 \Mlu 1 1 Sac 1 BV 5575151 A pGL3-
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[KIZH DNA it , i 115 1 frgl 514,38 i PCR
14 ya9(ya9F 1 ya9R) 1yal0(yalOF F1 yalOR) .
yb3 (yb3F il yb3R) .yb7 (yb7F F1 yb7R) yc3
(yc3F 1 ye3R) \yb1(yb1F Fl yb1R)HI S 81551
) & HS7L(HSTLF #1 HS7LR)#1 HS5-1aL(HS5-
laLF 1 HS5-1aLR )i SClF ¥ 51, ¥ PCR 43
B4 8 s T4 Kpn 1 A Hind IRV IS, 46
A pGL3-Basic /&1 Kpn I F1 Hind Wl B V)4 5
Z 1A, BP3R%S pGL3 —ya9 -luc .pGL3 —yal0O-luc.
pGL3—yb3-luc ,pGL3-yh7-luc .pGL3 —yc3 -luc HI
pGL3~ybl1-luc ki, ¥ HSTL 5% HS5-1al. Juff4)
5 4 A pGL3 —ya9 —luc .pGL3 —yal0 —luc .pGL3 -
yb3-luc .pGL3~yb7-luc Fl pGL3~yc3-luc 5k
EcoR T H1 Sal T PR P9 U] i 550 457 25 = a] , B
15 pGL3—ya9-luc—HS7L/HS5-1al.pGL3—yalO-
luc ~HS7L/HS5 -1al..pGL3 —yb3 —luc ~-HS7L/HS5 -
laL..pGL3~yb7-luc-HS7I/HS5-1aL. #11 pGL3~yc3-
luc—HS7L/HS5-1aL. k7 . ik 5% Sanger M
Fr o FEE A
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Table 1 Primers for cloning

Primer Sequence(5'-3")
pGL3F GAAAGATCGCCGTGTAATTC
pGL3R CGGGATCCGAGCTCACGCGTCTCGAG-
GAATTCTTATCGATTTTACCACATTTGTAG
ya9F GGGGTACCGAAATAGAGTGCAAAGTTCTACCAAG
ya9R CCCAAGCTTCGCTGCTTCATCAGGTTCTTTC
yalOF GGGGTACCAGCTTCAGAGTGAATTATCTCATG
yalOR CCCAAGCTTAAAGTCCTCACTGGACACGTTG
vb3F GGGGTACCCGTGACGGGATTGAGCAAGAT
vb3R CCCAAGCTTGTTCTCCGAGCAGGACCAACTA
ybTF GGGGTACCCCCTGGATGATGGTAATGACTAG
ybTR CCCAAGCTTCTTTTCCAGTTGGAGAAAGTGC
ye3F GGGGTACCCAAGCCAGATTTGTTGGTGTT
ye3R CCCAAGCTTTCGTCCCTGAGATTTCGCT
vb1F GGGGTACCGCAGTCATGCCAGAGTTTAT
vb1R CCCAAGCTTACCCTGGACTTCTGTGATTTG

HS5-1alF GGAATTCCATGGAGGCCAGGCCAAG
HS5-1aLR  ACGCGTCGACCAGCTTTTCAGAAGAAACGTT
HS7LF GGAATTCTTTAACTGGGAGCCCTGTACTTT
HS7LR ACGCGTCGACGCTTGGACCTTATCCCTGTTCT

143 REAFEHIRE LR EHNE

XL 2 il 1 56 DR 3 M D R 26 T
Promega /3 1) Dual-Glo %¢ 3R M i B PRG-I 22
4t 293T 41 M i 35 3% 18 1 & 10% i 4 1 3 19
DMEM &b (5 100 kU/L 25 Z A1 100 kU/L
FEREE ). DL 293T 20 AL YL ol 0], 5% w40 i
W8 3x10* N/FLIERN T 96 FLAR . 55 Yefdi ] Lipo-
fectamine 2000 &7 , B FLEL YL 37 fmol ik DNA
(A 200 ng [l pGEM-T Easy AR #M5F), 10 ng
M2 pRL-TK 5 25 L. DMEM IR FRIRES
IO A WGIRIE B 04 WL IgRiAY 25 WL DMEM
MG REFERAR A,k B, E IR E 5 min,
)58 A A B 1:1 IR4A, ZIRCE 20 min
Je A 96 fLAR . 293T 4HfEsE YL 48 h &, F2<
KSR, FEALINA 50 WL M3, 5 K RO &R
B R0 10 min &, W 40 WL FLANREE R 2
F AR5 G 96 FLAH, 7 Synergy 2 £ LI RE bR
A AR AR ALY L KR DO ER B LOCE . K5
AL A 20 pL FL7 kU ' 2l 1) K
PR S R IR, SN 10 min, PN A5
FEANFLITE B 2RI ROBME . BdR R Ry
K BPSCER TE IOC R . DR
/NHAE 3 IR, SK-N-SH 4 g i (1 X8 25 I
SEDRTEEI R R0 5 2L, AP IAR
144 BRELELRE

SR Lipofectamine 2000 i3, CTCF shRNA
ik al GFP shRNA Jii k7 5 4 25 Ji k7 pPax2 I

FEREIE(E 10906413 , 11 ¢/l BSA, 100 kU/L 35
FEH AN 100 kUL 5855 2 ) 090 TS 42 h F166 h
WCER SR TEORL 3 L 0 GRS A R AT T -
80 CVKAfi. SK-N-SH ZH il JE YL B AR il 8 pg/mL
polybrene  (Sigma), YL 3 d JFEIN 2 pg/mL
Puromycin (Sigma), & 2 d B #—IKEE TR
145 5B ZE PCR

ANZE TRIzol 2GR HHZI RNAL UL g
RNA, %3 Promega 23 F] AMV 380 18 5% 5%, 52
I 22 £ PCR 5 M 5% FH Ji 1 Roche 23 7] FastStart
Universal SYBR Green Master i 7E ABI 7500 &
i PCR U AT . SEi % B PCR 5141 %
Primer 5 5198 HEF BT, GAPDH JE AR 4
251 2).
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Table 2 Primers for Real-time PCR

Primer Sequence(5'-3")
Pedhyb1F GGATCTGCTGTGTGATGATCCT
Pedhyc3F ACCATCAGGTGTATCTCACCAC
Pcdhy—conR CGACTTCTTCTTGTTGCCATTG
GAPDH-F GGAGTCCACTGGCGTCTTCAC
GAPDH-R GCAGGAGGCATTGCTGATGAT

146 EG %t
B 1 E BN 5L 55 % A Millipore CTCF HTiA
ER—9t, 2 4 CELRR, SFER_IUNT
1 h, FEMGREM M ChemiDoc XRS+ R4 (Bio-
Rad),
147 %itsae
K SPSS BPEHEAT ¢ W AMT  n=3 ¢ Ei kG
RS, "P<0.05 WA B2 R " P<0.01 A
FEES

2 4R

2.1 A4=ITH HSTL #1 HS5-1aL B 5 R <F 1%
ST

DRI 2 94 T4 (AR i R 35 PR JAE 92 il X))
TEAN ] (R A e B v BE AR SF L, AR SO RN
S Pedhy LR N IEF V2T T Vista 5347, Bl
1 AR AR R T A AR S DR A A A, AR
RENG RO PR . AT, AN5E
PedhyZE RS T HMB TP HERSFI, W&+ 2
SEIR 18] 7740 [R) A B 1 B R 5 AR AL o DNA il
#R A S HS16 . HS5 -1b1/HS17 \HS18 \HS19-20
RERZIAITE PedhB HERFEZRE , HIX 67 5/
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Fig.1 Homology analysis of the downstream sequences
of the human and mouse Pcdhy gene clusters
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VDO R BTG YE, FH Y HUAE R /M
Pedhy JA s FIGEIRES o SCIRZE S TR BT iR
FRLHOIMA HSTL 7415 B T ya9 1yal0,
b3 . yb7 Fl ye3 MRS FIGYECE 2 47) . i85
FEH], DNA MBS HSTL HAT WG58 Pedhy J5 8
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Fig.2 The effects of HS7L on the human Pcdhy promoter
activity
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R T 58 HS5—1aLl. X Pedhy WA 836 1
(ISR, AR IO R B R Gt (K] 3 A2) IFH%
YL 293T 4HH, Al XA R B TEPE . S5 R o
HS5-1aL X yalO A 35 IG5 VE A, X H A
g Ewm (& 3 4). %4 KK, DNA
Oz s HS5-1al HAT SR 3 Pedhy i 8 F1%
HEEVE
24 CTCF ER B Pedhy BEEFRIZFZBh
FiE R0
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— Relative luciferase activity
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Fig.3 The effects of HS5-1aL. on the human Pcdhy pro-
moter activity

J . M\ SK-N-SH 2t Jifd i $2 B 11 64 7 2 11 e s
BRI, 45 2R 7R 1% shRNA BE % A3 &4 5 AIX
CTCF E k(K 4A) ,CTCF 2305 T 5 d A1 9 d
J& , N SK-N-SH 4 g rh $2HUE RNA , 28 S st it
FPSEITE B PCR 43T, KB yb 1 JERI k7 R
555 d BN 7E TR 9 d FRK(E 4B),ye3 T
FAEASAL (] 4C), CTCF R 5 d Jo bRt iE gy &
yb1 5% ye3 Ji 80 F B B¢ S 2 il i 4 Ik R kL,
RILyb1 8 BTGP B BRI, ye3 T AR
fE (& 4D) iz Z5 F W, CTCF X+ F4ERE yb 1 FE A
FIRMA B FIEE R EZE, M HSTL F1
HS5-1al. DA 2 4l At R viea s oo vl figis
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Fig.4 The effects of CTCF knockdown on the human
Pcdhy gene promoters
(A) Western blot; (B) Real-time RT-PCR assay of the ybl
gene; (C) Real-time PCR assay of the yc3 gene; (D) Dual Glo lu-
ciferase assay of the yb1 or yc3 promoter.
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HS5-1al. 43 5l 56 1 241 & ya9 .yal0 ., yb3 . yb7 F
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AHRIEA . XSS R DNA M7 25 HSTL
H1 HS5-1al HAGWGHR Pedhy J5S 30 FIEPERIVER .

CTCF 2 I AW h ik fb b & B AR AT i
A INER SR SR I I (F2 ST RN = 167 30 @/ )
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JRESAE R 1 o SRR TP RS 2 F R R+,
T BAEAE, TE SR G HR A, DT SE B
BRI EE™, R, CTCF 1] fE i /-S4 o
F-Jash A EAE R R Pedhy 3235, AW
T LTS S [ 1 CTCF, &3 T i CTCF AL

B yb 1 FER Ik AR B &K yo 1 JE o T
et S TG . IR ES R, CTCEF X F4ERE yb1
FLDR RS 8l TG 2o 2L, o HSTL
H1 HSS—1al. DL K B 438 () HoAth T Vi 4 oo 44 T
il i CTCF A5 (3458 -~ )i 2h T #H 54 FH
P Pedhy ik o AR NIE—BWF5E Pedhy FEH
FERVEEHLHIBEE T I
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